
 Over the past few months, I got to do what’s, basically, the coolest thing about my job.  Every other week, I 
had coffee with someone who was interested in being baptized.  Super fun! 

Last time I had this privilege, I met with the spiritual speaker at 6:30am.  I’m not a morning person.  
Blessedly, this go-around was better.  We spent lunch hours sipping joe, reading scripture, swapping stories, and 
discussing why being Christian matters nowadays.  And I got paid for it.  Seriously. 

Now, some of y’all might not consider the prospect of walking with someone toward baptismal waters as fun 
as I do.  “You, Shane, are strange,” you may think.  “That sounds more intimidating than exciting!”  Fair enough.  
For starters, I am strange.  Also, I attended seminary, so have professional expertise for such conversations.  But I 
don’t entirely buy that they’re terrifying.  Rather, I simply think many have learned about baptism all wrong. 

I mean, ask yourself what you’d do if a friend said, “Hey pal, I’d like to become a Christian.  Can you help me 
prepare?”  First off, you’d say yes I hope.  Then…well…what’s the most important thing? 

Would you immediately rush to the closest river for a dunking session, in case her mind changed?   

Would you grill him on Christian doctrine first, ensuring he can describe the Trinity and recite the “right 
answer” to why Jesus died?   

Would you spend six months in serious study, requiring that your friend memorize verses, understand 
Christian history and otherwise have deep knowledge of what s/he’s getting into? 

Honestly, I’ve heard all the above used.  I’m not a huge fan of #1, fyi.  I don’t think baptism is magic, so I’m 
rarely in a rush.  And neither do I like option two, since becoming a Christian isn’t a pop quiz.  There’s no set of 
“right answers,” just an amazing person to follow.  The third option is better, but too involved for my tastes.  I don’t 
want someone thinking that faith development ends at baptism.  No Christian is ever finished growing spiritually, 
so baptism candidates needn’t be experts, amen? 

In fact, I think baptism’s as simple as figuring out why the story of Jesus inspires you, and what you plan to 
do about it.  From there, we can go all sorts of directions and talk about many complex things.  But at our core, 
Christians are a movement of diverse people inspired by the life, teachings, death and resurrection of Jesus of 
Nazareth.  So once you’re able to describe why that wild and crazy guy stirs something lasting in your soul, you’re 
ready.  It’s both that easy, and utterly life transforming. 

Sadly, many Christians act like being Christian isn’t that basic.  Partly, we’ve bought into thinking we have 
to ‘believe’ tons of things we don’t.  Also, many can’t remember excitedly making a decision to follow Jesus.  They’ve 
just always believed, it seems.   

Indeed, for these recent conversations, I asked the other person to read several Jesus scriptures, trying to 
cover as much of his story as possible.  And I surprised even myself at how enthusiastic I got about the dude (again), 
how cool I (still) thought he was!  It’s like I’d forgotten that once you strip away all the annoying stuff about church, 
all the baggage about “what the Bible means,” all the fights about social issues that too many pretend is all Jesus 
cared about (he cared about God loving everyone, and ending poverty), his stories remain amazing, electric, 
challenging.  And incredibly relevant. 

So I decided that once the baptism happens January 8, I didn’t want my newly rediscovered Jesus kick to 
end.  Therefore, from now until Lent, I’m preaching exclusively on the Jesus stories I love so much.  Specifically, I 
choose those I think ought inspire Christians to pray more, love more, serve more, forgive more, sacrifice more and 
seek more justice.   

Because whether you’re new to faith or not, your Christian task is following Jesus.  That’s all!  But it works 
best if we’re thrilled about the journey, right?  So I hope you’ll join me, and invite others, to get inspired again.  I’ve 

got it on good authority, after all, that he’s quite a guy… 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Shane 
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First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 



When I was 5 years old, I fell in love with Davy Jones. 

He was the lead singer of the Monkees, a group that 

had a TV show as well, and I thought he fell from 

heaven. I remember begging for a Monkees album 

when I was 6 years old , but my mom refused to buy it 

for me because of the cost (at the time, they were $3). 

The Monkees were at their height of popularity from 

1965 to 1971, and Davy had my undying love the whole 

time. When he made a guest appearance on The Brady 

Bunch as Marcia Brady's prom date, I thought she was 

the luckiest girl on the planet.  

 

But since my requests for their albums were refused, I 

listened to my parents' old albums instead. I grew up 

singing along to Johnny Mathis and Nat King Cole and 

to the soundtrack albums of countless musicals. I 

would memorize the words and charge the 

neighborhood kids five or 10 cents to see my shows. 

They usually left after the first song and never paid 

anyway, but I found so much joy in the rehearsals that 

it never bothered me when the performances  

fell through.  

 

Music has always spoken to me in ways no other 

medium could. It shared stories of heartbreak and 

hope, betrayal and sadness—every emotion in the 

spectrum. When I listen to a song that I love, it seems 

to come straight out of my soul. I know you know what 

I mean.  

 

Music should touch you deeply, personally, right to the 

soul, so that making music feeds your soul like nothing 

else can. That's what I hope our choir practices are like: 

a time for soul-feeding. I just want everyone to have a 

good time.  

 

So if you're looking to fall in love in 2017—to have your 

soul fed—come and sing with the Spirit Tones. We 

welcome you with open hearts.  

 

Here's to Davy, Johnny, Nat, and all my other crushes, 

 

  

Su Ofe 

Director of Music 
 

January 4th  

 

 

Chicken Casserole, Green Peas, Garden Salad, 

and Banana Pudding. 

January 11th  

 

 

 

Beef Stew, Rice, Garden Salad, Cake,  

and Ice Cream. 

January 18th  

 

 

 

Spaghetti and Meat Balls, Garlic Bread, 

Garden Salad, Chocolate Chip Cookies,  

and Ice Cream.  

January 25th   

 

 

 

Rotisserie Chicken, Roasted Potatoes, Broccoli 

and Cheese Casserole, Garden Salad,  

and Lemon Cake. 

 

Catered by Dave Wheatcroft 

Please Sign up at the Information Desk  

or call the office.  

FCC needs you for the following volunteer 

positions: 

 Worship Leader 

 Greeters 

Please sign up at the Information Desk or call 

the office. Your church thanks you for  

your service! 



Re-engaging with Your Call: 

What got you here? What keeps you here? What 

about beyond here? 

When: January 9-11, 2017 

Where: Hilton Garden Inn– Orange Beach, 

Alabama  

Cost: $40.00 per  person  

Guest Leader:  

Rev. Todd Adams, President  

Pension Fund of the Christian Church   

 

More information and registration forms at the 

Information Desk.  

“Faith in the Midst of Tragedy and Loss” 

When: January 20-22, 2017 

Where: Cam p Chandler   

Cost: $50.00  

Guest Facilitator: Monty Love  

More information and registration forms at the 

Information Desk.  

Everyone is welcome!! 

When: Friday, February 10, 2017  

7:30 p.m. 

Where: First Christian Church, 
Birmingham  

Cost: There is no cost to attend this 
worship service. An offering will be taken to defray 

costs. A nursery will be provided.  

“Writing Our Call Stories” 

When: January 20-22, 2017 

(Begins at 7:00 p.m. Friday– ends at 
 10:00 a.m. Sunday) 

Where: Cam p Chandler   

Cost: $125.00  

(includes lodging, meals, snacks, and t-shirt) 

Each church is expected to provide one paid 
registered adult for every 1-6 youth attending the 

event. All adults attending must register and 
 pay fees.  

A look at the role and responsibility of the faith 

community in criminal justice issues through the 

lens of one man’s story, followed by a panel 

discussion including members of various faith 

communities in the Montgomery, Alabama area.  

Thursday, January 12th 

 Doors open at 5:15 p.m. 

Movie at 6 

Panel discussion at 7:10  

The Capri Theatre  

1045 E Fairview Avenue  

Montgomery, AL 36106 

One of the guest speakers will  

be Rev. Shane Isner.  

“Passion and Mission” 

When: Saturday, February 11, 2017  

9:00 a.m. (Registration begins at 8:00 a.m.)-2:30 

p.m. 

Where: First Christian Church, 

Birmingham  

Cost: $25/person or $200/congregation  

More information and registration forms at the 

Information Desk.  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Mortgage Balance as of December 31, 2016    $30,454 

Less 6-month Reserve Available for Payment     $16,530 

Amount Needed to Pay Off Mortgage      $13,924 

 

River Bank & Trust 5-Year Mortgage Loan 

@3.95% Interest Rate; Matures July 2017 

Original Balance $272, 000 (July 12, 2012) 


